Chapter 1: The Big Surprise

Activity Options:

· Begin a character map of Geran Harris. What do we know about him by the end of the chapter? 

· In this chapter, Geran shares one of his own jumping rope rhymes. Make up a jumping rope rhyme of your own to share with the class.

· Find three new words from this chapter that you had to use context clues to figure out.

· Write about one connection you made from your own life to the text.

· Illustrate a scene from this chapter and write and include a caption.

· We learn a little bit about the history of jumping rope in this chapter. Research two more facts about the history/origin of jumping rope and write them down in your journal.

Reflections:

· What do you think about Geran wanting to learn how to jump rope?

· Describe a time when you’ve done something risky or challenging.

· How do you think Geran will do when he starts to practice?

· Have you ever jumped rope? Are you good at it? What sports are you good at?

· Do you feel that Geran’s family have a close relationship? Explain. 

Chapter 2: A Boy Jump Roper?

Activity Options:

· In this chapter Mr. Korbel is compared to a shark, and Mary’s mouth is compared to a bugle. This is how authors use metaphor to make ideas more clear. In your journal, write three metaphors of your own.
· Write a summary of the first two chapters.

· Illustrate the story of Miss Mack

· You met many more characters in this chapter. Write about what character you like best and giving a few examples from the book explain why.

· Write about an activity you have done in the past that is usually “all girl” or “all boy,” and tell how you enjoyed it.

· Create a character map for Miss Mack.

Reflections:

· How do the girls respond to Geran joining the group at recess?

· How do the boys respond to Geran leaving them at recess?

· Does this class cooperate/work well together? How do you know?

Chapter 3: Learning the Ropes

Activity Options:

· Explain in writing how the title of the book is used in this chapter.

· Note the different words used to describe the movement of the rope. Write them in your journal.

· Create a Venn Diagram to compare Geran’s two oldest sisters.

· Illustrate a picture of Aunt Fannie.

· Research the Red Cross and summarize what this organization does for the community.

Reflections:

· Why are Geran’s sisters helping him learn to jump rope?

· How do the children feel about their Aunt Fannie?

· Why is Aunt Fannie an important part of this chapter?

· Describe how Geran goes from not being able to make one jump to becoming a competent jump roper by the end of the chapter.

· Describe the setting of this chapter with your group

[image: image1.png]



