Chapter 10: Fifty Cents for Miss Mack

Activity options:

· Do some research on various food allergies that children have and precautions they must take to stay safe.

· Do any of the characters so far remind you of characters you’ve read about in any other books? In what ways?

· Predict how the new plot developments in this chapter might affect the rest of the story.

· Have you known anyone who has been seriously ill? Tell about your experiences with this person. 

· Would you consider Boom Boom a character in this story? Why or why not?

· Compare and contrast Bemus Bloom with Geran in a Venn Diagram.

Reflections:

· How has Geran’s attitude changed throughout this chapter?

· What do we learn about Mr. Benton in this chapter?
· Is Geran’s latest idea a good change in his plans? Explain.
· Why does Geran give Miss Mack fifty cents in this story?
· What causes Geran’s sudden urge to be more sensitive?
Chapter 11: A Class United

Activity Options:
· Write about the benefits of cooperative instead of competition.

· Do you feel the shift from competition to cooperation makes the story more interesting or less interesting?

· Illustrate a picture of how Leigh might have looked on television.

· Has anyone ever been mad at you for something that wasn’t truly your fault? Tell about it.

· Why is the chapter titled as it is?

· Explain why all of these children seem to have a connection in this story.

Reflections:

· What is an oxymoron? 

· What does Geran worry about in this chapter with regards to his intentions? Is his worry justified? Why or why not?

· Why does Geran want to meet Gordy? What does this visit reveal to us about Geran?

· Was Gordy described as you might have predicted? Explain.

· What is his father’s take on Geran?
Chapter 12: Jack Fell Down and Broke his Crown
Activity Options:

· What character do you want to know more about in this story? Why?
· Have you ever had an accident and broke bones? Write about this experience.
· Summarize chapters 9-12.

· Are there any particularly interesting expressions, analogies, or metaphors in the past three pages that you can cite?
· Write your predictions as to how Geran’s accident will affect the rest of the story.
· What was your favorite part of the past three chapters?
Reflections:

· How did the principal feel about the visit she got from the kids?

· Describe the bond that the friends share?

· How could Geran’s accident could have been avoided? Do you think Cynthia purposely made him fall?
· Why was this chapter given this title?
· Do you think the response of Geran’s friends to his accident was appropriate? Explain.
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