Chapter 7: Racing the Rope

Activity Options:
· Explain how Geran is feeling at the beginning of the chapter and compare it to his feelings at the end of the chapter.

· Have you ever had a nickname that you didn’t like? If so, what was it and why didn’t you like being called by this name? 

· Identify your favorite chant in this chapter. Why do you like it above all the others?

· What kind of teacher is Mr. Benton? Explain why you feel this way about him.

· Make a prediction about how the turn of events in this chapter might affect the rest of the story.

Reflections:

· Explain why the kids make Geran wait to jump rope in the beginning of the chapter

· How did Geran demonstrate perseverance in this chapter?

· What does this word vulnerability mean in this chapter?

· What does the nickname “Sizzler” mean by the end of the Chapter?

· What is the U.S. Open?

Chapter 8: Bemus Bloom

Activity Options:

· Describe the power shift that occurs in the group of kids from chapter 7 to chapter 8.

· Write about your feelings on competition. Is there another way the children might be able to enjoy jump roping without competition? Why might this be better?

· Make a connection from any scene in this chapter with your own life. 
· Write about how you see the relationship between Geran and his sister changing in this chapter.
· Lily comments about inventing an electric rope turner one day. Write about an invention you could make or have thought about making.
· Have you ever had a substitute that was strict like Miss Mack? Write about your day with this substitute (be careful not to hurt anyone’s feelings)
Reflections:

· How does Hector feel about the surprise gift he got from his mother?
· Why do you think Bemus gravitates toward Geran when he arrives?
· How does Geran’s perception of Bemus change by the end of the chapter?
· Predict how Christine Kling might interfere with the children’s plans in later chapters.
· How is Geran’s new interests changing his relationship with Hector?
Chapter 9: Cream Puffs and Nominations
Activity options:

· Research some information on the body’s pressure points? Does Hector’s theory on this matter hold any truth?
· Record three new words you learned in this chapter and find out their meanings. 
· Write about an embarrassing moment in your life, like the one Lisa has after distributing her sour cream puffs. 
· Reread Geran’s dream at the end of the chapter. Write about a dream that you remember having.

· Map out the conflicts between Geran and his sister during this chapter. 

Reflections:

· Is if fair that Lisa should be excluded from the nominations because of bringing in sour cream puffs?

· How does Geran feel about this upcoming tournament?
· What does Leigh mean when she tells Geran she thinks he’s enjoying himself too much?
· How has Geran changed since the beginning of the story?
· Did Leigh behave in an unexpected way in this chapter? Explain.
· How did Geran feel about his time spent with Leigh outside of school?
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